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“What makes the desert beautiful is that somewhere it hides a well.” 
 Antoine de Saint-Exupery  
 
 




Chapter I  
General introduction and scope of the thesis     9 
 
Chapter II  
Electron Microscopy and Electron Tomography as a tool 
 to study the microtubules and microtubule plus-end conformations  33 
 
Chapter III  
Microtubule plus-end conformations  




Cryo-electron tomography of vitrified fibroblasts:  




Role of CLIP-170 and CLIP-115 in microtubule dynamics  
and cellular morphology of interphase mouse fibroblasts   97 
 
 
Chapter VI  
General discussion and Summary      131 
 
 
Nederlandse samenvatting      141 
 
 
Abbreviations        147 
 
 
List of publications       149 
 
 
Curriculum vitae        151 
 
 
Acknowledgments       153 
 
 
